
Wedding Stationery from
Robert Smail’s Printing Works



About Letterpress

Letterpress is a relief printing process, created using movable type 
made from metal or wood, and printed with a press. Invented in 
China, and first used in Europe to print Gutenberg’s Bible in the 
mid 15th century, by the 19th century everything from books, to 
labels, tickets and invites were printed with type.

Letterpress printing is known for its tactile qualities, deep impres-
sions in heavy card, creative typography and graphic design, and for 
the subtle idiosyncrasies of type worn, dinged or damaged by time. 



Save-the-Date Cards
Typically A6 postcards, to be sent out first, to ask friends and family 
to save the date set for the wedding, and expect an invite.



Invitations
Day invitations are available in a range of sizes and formats.



Six-Page Invites
Folded A6 invite cards, with a tear-off RSVP page



Envelopes 
can be printed to match



Printed on folded card
or board, including duplex



R.S.V.P. postcards
can be part of a folded invite or separate postcards

A6 size textured card



Order of Service
in a range of formats



textured paper with one
deckled edge



A6 folded card
with clean & simple Order of 
Ceremony Layout





Menus & Place Cards





Matching Sets





Extras
Thank-you cards, favour bags and gift tags, & 
other cards



Paper
Sizes, formats, textures & weights



Paper
Sizes, formats, textures & weights

A6 single sheet
duplex card

A5 single sheet
duplex card

148 mm

210 mm

148 mm

105 mm



Paper
Cream, white and off white cards are most popular, however 
we can source coloured card, as well as board, and textured 
and speciality card such as duplex - two different coloured 
sheets laminated together. Card and board can also be 
round-cornered.



Illustrations and Decoration
Old and new images, typography and decorative 
typefaces



Images of the Venue
Image blocks for some NTS properties are available, 
and new blocks can be made from line drawings



Image Blocks
In addition to our collection of historical and vintage 
image blocks, new illustrations and bespoke images 
can be created

Modern blocks are photo-etched 
onto magnesuim from a line 
drawing and then mounted, 
usually on MDF.
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Type Specimens
Some examples of type faces available at Smail’s - we have over 75 letterpress typefaces 

dating from the mid 19th century to the 1980s, some of which have never been digitised. 

Body Type - typically 
12 - 18 point in a clear 
and legible typeface

Headers - larger 
more decorative 
typefaces can 
be used for 
headers and 
titles



Pricing Estimates
To give an accurate estimate, we need to know:
• The number of copies required of each item
• The exact text copy required
• The sheet size
• The type of paper or card (we can recom-
mend this)
• The ink colours
• Any envelopes, printed envelopes
• Any print finishing (round corners etc)



About Smail’s
Robert Smail’s Printing Works was 
established as a jobbing letterpress 
printers & stationers in the town 
of Innerleithen in 1866 and is now 
unique within the UK for remaining 
in its original building, and still using 
original equipment in the original 
way. It came into the care of the 
National Trust for Scotland in 1986 
and is open to visitors on a seasonal 
basis. Smail’s continues to operate 
as a working printer all year round.

The property comprises of the 
original shop front, office with 
archive materials dating back to 
the 1860s, and the Printworks – 
paper store, machine room, and 
caseroom where type is stored 
and set. Wedding stationery is 
typically printed on the 1950s 
Original Heidelberg platen press.

7-9 High Street, Innerleithen, Scottish Borders, EH44 6HA
Tel: 01896830206
Email: smails@nts.org.uk 

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural 
Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC007410


