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Culloclen Battlefield is the site of the lase
pitched battle in Britain fought between
Government and Jacobite &voops in 1746.
The cultuval landscape survounding

the battlefield is of vital imporeance to
people who inhabit, work, and Visit (e from
around the world. But we are curvvently
visking the rain of this landscape by
allowing inappropriate development.
Move than 3,000 people surveyed macdle
(€ clear thaet this landscape hiolds deep
resonance.

Cuvrent conservation mechanisms are
not working. This is evidenced by the
16-hiousedevelopment at Viewhill, visible
from the middle of the battlefield. The
stakes ave high and action (s needed now.

The integrity of the site is currently under threat

from piecemeal decision-making, unclear guidance
and a lack of focussed resource. Without integrated
planning, community support and a holistic response
to the resource, it is likely that the cultural landscape
surrounding the battlefield will be lost. This will happen
not because agencies, communities and Government
do not value the site, but because we were not proactive
enough in working together. Active, collaborative and
future-focused management is vital to conserve the
cultural landscape of Culloden Battlefield.

The most visited area, the part of the battlefield in

NTS ownership, cannot be separated from the wider
landscape, and current historical research suggests that
this may only be a third of the total land fought over
during the battle. The fields and farms that surround the

property inform understanding of the site, and through
the vistas and views, visitors to the site can gain a greater
understanding of the scale of the battle. It is the context
of the site that makes the experience: the openness of the
landscape that gives it the sense of place.

Itis the intersection between the story of the site, the
landscape itself and how this is tied up with issues of
cultural identity that gives the site its sense of place.
While these things may be intangible and are currently
not measured, the feelings that are engendered by these
elements coming together are legitimate and valid.

For Culloden, it is the actions that took place on the
battlefield as well as the impact of these actions that give
the place its cultural significance. It is reasonable to say
that those actions affected not only the local populations
but also resonated through Scottish and UK culture,
ultimately resonating around the world.

Culloden Battlefield in its widest sense is a community
asset: one that is valued across the globe but is
particularly focused on communities of interest. The
relative intactness of the extended battlefield landscape
contributes significantly to the sense of place and it is
there that the site is most vulnerable. It is fundamental
that this wider area is recognised, and a better way of
protecting it is found.

This report summarises the findings of a six-month
survey carried out by the National Trust for Scotland
(NTS), during spring and summer of 2019. The NTS team
at Culloden engaged with stakeholders locally, nationally
and internationally, in an exercise to understand the
impact of the site, its story and the landscape, on both
local people and those communities of interest that care
about the site.

The biggest concern appears to be that current
mechanisms clearly do not protect the sense of place or
wider cultural landscape associated with the battlefield.
Action is needed now because the number of planning
applications is likely to increase.



Cullocdlen Battlefield (s a site of
international impoveance — the location
of the lase battle between Government
and Jacobite troops in the Jacobite rising
of 1745. The impace of the battle and its
aftermath resonates not only in Scotland
but across the UK and the wider wovld.
The National Tvuse for Scotland has long
been aware that we look afteronly a small
pave of the battlefield; the widerarea is
lavgely un-investigated.

Over the past 10 years agricultural land in the Inverness/
Culloden area has come under increasing pressure from
development. This is due to a range of factors, not least
the growth in population in the Inverness area and the
lack of housing.

Culloden Battlefield is a hugely evocative site. In 2019 it
attracted over 300,000 people from across the world who
wanted to explore the wider story of the battle and the
Jacobite risings. It's clear from our work that visitors and
local people value the site and, crucially, the wider setting
of the battlefield itself. When asked what makes the site

Background and purvpose of the repore

special, one participant responded: ‘'The lack of buildings.
With your back to the visitor centre you can actually
blank out modern life, and envision it as it was. It would
destroy the atmosphere of the place to build anywhere
near this. What's clear from the reactions of visitors is that
the site is different — there's a special resonance, a sense
of place associated with it that brings together emotion,
the history of the site and the landscape. Together these
elements create an atmosphere that has a significant
effect on visitors and holds cultural significance.

Although the site sits within a statutory conservation area,
the process for decision-making is far from ideal and
inappropriate development is taking place that impacts
on the battlefield setting. This presents a critical risk to
the site and ultimately could destroy its sense of place as
articulated by the communities of interest that surround
Culloden.

This report is intended to explore those communities of
interest, to identify what our communities want and to
gauge how participants feel about the battlefield. From
this we make recommendations on how the cultural
landscape should be managed based on the needs of our
communities, both local and those who are invested in
the wider Culloden story.

The Culloden 300 project research was split into three
phases:

1. An online survey of three questions targeted at our
communities of interest — this was intended to establish
the context of feeling towards the site and ensure that
the recommendations delivered in the document were
broadly in line with what our communities wanted.

2.Town and community hall events across Croy, Balloch,
Smithton and Culloden — these were to ensure we were
engaging with local people about issues that affected
them.

Online survey

This survey was designed and delivered by market
research agency Arkenford Ltd, and ran from April to
August 2019. We asked participants to ‘Tell us what three
things you think are important about the landscape at

Culloden; this could be what you enjoy, what concerns
you or what you would not want to lose...'

Demographics

In total 2,900 people participated in the online survey,
the majority of which (68%) came from Scotland.

This indicates a strong national response to issues

around the battlefield. While there was good awareness
from the Inverness area (13% of participants), it was
predominantly a national issue (55%). There were also
good numbers of responses from the rest of the UK (11%)
and the wider world (21%), which shows that concern for
the site is international.

3.Targeted conversations with experts, councillors
and interested groups — we wanted to gain a better
understanding of the context we were working within
and, where appropriate, to test ideas.

This research has given us a sense of what our
communities of interest care about when thinking about
the battlefield and its wider landscape. It is the beginning
of a conversation on the future of the Culloden Battlefield
area. Any actions that come from the work mentioned in
this document must be tested with our communities; it's
only with their support that the wider landscape should
be managed.

Free text boxes were completed, which were then
analysed for common words and themes. Participants
were also asked to identify where they were from.

The survey was publicised through leaflets, social media,
local and national press, as well as an exhibition in
Leanach Cottage on Culloden Battlefield itself.

55%
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Th@mej CATEGORY NAME | RESPONSE COMMENT

| enjoy walking alone around the battlefield (all of it). It has a unique sense of history which | haven't
found anywhere else on earth — and in that | include the likes of Gettysburg.

16 key themes emerged from the analysis of the
responses. Overall, people spoke about the importance
of the history of the site as well as the battlefield and
gave opinions on development. The importance of
preserving the site and showing respect to the people

whose lives were affected by the battle was clear from HISTORY OF THE
the survey responses. Significantly, the setting for the SITE

battlefield was highlighted through keyword themes
such as peacefulness, open and empty, atmospheric and
unchanged.

The unspoiled atmospheric feel of Culloden is irreplaceable; the history is laid out in front of you.

Impressive and beautiful battlefield.
BATTLEFIELD

HisTORY OF THE siTe. | 2%

Itis such an important event in Scottish history and should be regarded as a recognised battlefield and
given protection.

The atmosphere and context of the site will be threatened by any modern development and should be

OPINIONS ON
eATTLERIELD. [ 357 OPINIONSON  protected.
opINIONs oF DEVELOPMENT [ 39 % It's just wrong to have any developments on this land.
NATURE & LANDSCAPE | 38 % NATURE & It's a serene and breathtaking landscape.
waR craves. [ LANDSCAPE The size and open nature of the site.
PRESERVING FOR THE FUTURE [ 31% _
NATIONAL IMPORTANCE [ 515 It's a war cemetery, where men fought and died for the freedom of our country and should be respected.
sHow RespecT [ 21% WAR GRAVES Culloden is a war grave and this should be respected. Countries all over the globe respect their war
graves and none would let developers desecrate them.
PEACEFULNESS OF THE PLACE [ 16%
oPeN AND EMPTY [ 13% PgESERWNG Visiting Culloden leaves you feeling that your history should be kept for future generations.
ATMOSPHERIC [ 12% FOR THE
FUTURE/ FUTURE .
UNCHANGED/UNTOUCHED [ 8% GENERATIONS The land should belong to the people of Scotland forever and preserved for prosperity.
ANCESTRY 7%
_— NATIONAL It's our Scottish history and should remain for all locals and tourists.
REMEMBERING THE FALLEN [l 7%
memoriAL T 6% IMPORTANCE It is part of our Scottish heritage and should be protected.
Tourism [l 6% It must remain as it is, out of respect for the fallen, so that generations that come after us, will be able to
pay their respects.

SHOW RESPECT
Itis a place of respect. The history surrounded us. It is a special place to give thought to all those buried
here and who fought for their beliefs.

PEACEFULNESS The eerie peace of the place.

OF THE PLACE It's quiet, ideal for reflecting on the lives lost.

In particular, the empty bleakness is what moorland should be. This should be left as it is.

OPEN AND EMPTY
| love the peace and open feel of the moor.
The site's atmosphere of quiet contemplation.

ATMOSPHERIC To have the atmosphere of a historic site disturbed or removed would dilute the visitor's experience.
People died, for causes rightly or wrongly adopted, and the visitor needs to be allowed to reflect on this
in an ambience befitting the aftermath of such an event.

The battlefield and immediate surrounding area should be left as it was at the time of the battle to allow

UNCHANGED/ visitors to better appreciate the events.

UNTOUCHED In keeping the site as much as it was in 1746 not only do you do honour to those that fought (being the
last pitched battle fought in the UK) but you also maintain the natural flora and fauna of the region for
environmental aspects.
| have ancestors who died there. It's sacred ground for all who lost family there.

ANCESTRY
It's more than a graveyard; Remembrance and respect for our Ancestors.

Culloden is a historical place, we have to respect the dead soldiers lying there. This landscape reminds us

REMEMBERING of our memories and for me and my family it is important to let it be that way.

THE FALLEN Respect for the fallen who fought to save our country, now it's our turn to save their historic
battleground.

As Scotland's memorial to one of its greatest upheavals, Culloden deserves to be given war grave status.

MEMORIAL It is a memorial site of something historical, terribly important to the Scottish culture and Scottish people
and may never be forgotten.

It's an important landmark and draw tourists to the area.

TOURISM

While tourism is important for the local area, it should never be allowed to get out of control. Please keep
a fair balance between tourism and respect for what is essentially a cemetery and site of special interest.
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Hiseory of the site

()
62 /o of comments
mentioned the history of
Ehe siee.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:
INVERNESS-SHIRE

REST OF SCOTLAND

REST OF UK

OUTSIDE OF UK

This was the most important theme across the online
survey. There were several emotional responses to the
history of the site itself, and there were also numerous
mentions of the need to care for the site and the potential
loss of historical significance.

Key comments included:

‘Culloclen is hugely imporeant in the history and
calture of Scotland and its people.

‘Teaching history is move engaging when it's real,
notjust in a textbook. Having access to sites like
Culloclen allow us to inspive more people, young and
old, to take an interest in ourhistory.’

‘t wouldn't want to lose a pare of Scottish history;
once it'’s gone it won'e come back. Why would
anyone consent to letting anyone take away such a
significane pare of Scottish history?’

‘t'm concerned the histovical significance of the area
would be lose forever.’

‘Culloclen (s very impoveant in Scottish hiistory. The
site needs to be preserved so that future genevations
can visie and be taught the hiistory of the site.



Baettlefield

o,
3 9 /c: of comtrments )
mentioned ¢he battlefield.

It's natural that the battlefield should feature prominently
in the responses of participants, but they seem to be
commenting on the significance of the site as a historical
event and one that should be preserved. This is quite
closely linked to the first theme of the history of the site.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:

INVERNESS-SHIRE 3%
REST OF SCOTLAND 36%
REST OF UK 2%
OUTSIDE OF UK 45%

Key comments included:

‘Ie’s the site of a major battle, wheve thousancds died ‘le is the site of a major battle and is an intrinsic pare
and were buriecd.’ of Scottish history.’

‘Culloden was the last great battle fought on Scottish  ‘Preservation of one of the mose significant battle
sotl. levepresents the tvagicloss of the clans people, sites in Scotland.’
theirlands & customs.’

Optnions on developmene

(/)
3 9 {a of comments were
opintions on development.

There were strong opinions on developing the area
around and on the battlefield, with high responses across
all demographics. The opinions were mostly negative,
with concerns centring on the loss of a significant site

and questioning the ethics around development in the
area. This theme was ranked third in importance across all
responses, but was the second most important theme in
the Inverness and rest of Scotland communities.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:

INVERNESS-SHIRE 50%
REST OF SCOTLAND 65%
REST OF UK 62% .
OUTSIDE OF UK 62%

Key comments included:

“This site (s Scottish history, not a development ‘The fact that it (s a wargrave o Ehe ancestors of
opporeunity. l€ strould be preserved for the nation. many people worldwide, myself included and should

) L i} not be desecrated to satisfy developers’ greecl.
‘The atmosphieve which can only be matnéained if

the landscape is preserved. Only with the wide open ‘Shoclking that a commercial development on site (s
spaces can you feel how it muse have been fovboth even being considered.’
sides on that day. Any development in the avea

would encroach on history.’ I am concerned that by allowing development the

battlefield and survounding avea will be changed
forvever.'



Nature and landscape

o,
38 /q of comments
mentioned the natural
landscape.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:
INVERNESS-SHIRE

REST OF SCOTLAND
REST OF UK
OUTSIDE OF UK

This was a significant concern for people outwith
Scotland, ranking as the second most important concern
in the Rest of UK group. Again, the concerns centre on
the sense of place, for both peacefulness and the ability
to see the expanse of the battle. It's important to note
that the battlefield is frequently visited by red kites, is
home to rare orchids and provides an important green
corridor for wildlife.

Key comments included:

‘The beauty and simplicity of the landscape with a
pevfectly clearhorvizon.'

‘The physical landscape and structuves, as well as the
sanctity and sacved aspects of the hidden landscape

of Culloden Moov and Prumumntossie Moov, the site of a
battlefield and last vesting place of the many who died.’

‘The mooris an importanet arvea for wild flowers and
ehe wildlife that lives thiere.’

‘The natuval beauty of (ehe) windswepé landscape
itself’

‘We can't allow anyone o build on the land because
of the naturval beanty and ies wildlite.

Wav Graves

o,
3 2 /q of comments
mentioned the site as a
war grave.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:
INVERNESS-SHIRE

REST OF SCOTLAND
REST OF UK
OUTSIDE OF UK

This was closely linked with the protection and
preservation of the site. This theme was also linked to
concepts of respect and ancestry. There was a general
anxiety around the need to protect the site and
specifically the graves. This too was linked to the concept
of sense of place.

36%

Key comments included:

‘The protection of wav graves, and properrespect
glven to the battlefield site, is extvemely importane
both within Scotland and to the huge Scottish
diaspora overseas who feel this place is theirs too.’

‘There (s a sense of peace there now and it (s a
gvavesite forso many men, and should be treated
with reverence and respece.’

‘Culloden is a wavgrave and as such should be
properly protected.’

‘It'’s wheve my ancestors ave buvied. You cannot bauild
on a graveyavd.’

‘The lands of Culloden are sanctified with the graves
of over1,500 brave warriors. To disturt thelrresting

place would be immorval. These men died fighting for
thelr freedom and should be respectecl.



Preservation forthe future

(2)
31 /O aféammgnﬁj This included the need to protect the site against
mel’labngd Ehe neecl Eo development and look to alternate designations such as
pl’e;gl’ve m&]’t@ Mel&hg World Heritage status. IF was clear frqm th? commfents
seovies attached Eo (€ fOI’ that therg was an emptlonal connection .V\{Ith the §|te
the f cuve. ar.1d that it had significance for communities within and
without Scotland.
% MENTIONED WITHIN:
INVERNESS-SHIRE 31%
REST OF SCOTLAND 30%
REST OF UK 34%
OUTSIDE OF UK 32%

Key comments included:

‘This is a national monument to our hiistory and
should be retained for future genevations.”

‘Culloden strould be given World Heritage Site status. &
is hallowed ground which needs to be protected and it
is a mass grave site as well as the battle lines extending
farbeyond the curvent boundaries. History muse be
preserved of this most impovtant site.

‘Ths (s an impoveant historvical site and should be
preserved fovehat reason alone.

‘Cullodlen is an avea of great historical impovetance
and should be presevved intact for future
genevations.'

“This is ourtistory. This is sacred ground, theve are
many hundrecds of men buried theve, and as pave of
ourScottish History and a site of huge significance it
should be preserved.’

‘Every inch of Culloden is sacred to the memory of
the clansmen who fought and died eheve, and should
afways be protected.’

National importance

(2)
37% of comments statecl
that the site was of national
importance, notonly in terms
of its impact on the economny
but also as a historicsite.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:
INVERNESS-SHIRE

REST OF SCOTLAND

REST OF UK

OUTSIDE OF UK

There was anxiety around the need to preserve the
landscape and the sense of place associated with the site.
Again, the emotional element was clear in the responses
- there is a visceral reaction to the site and its role in
Scotland'’s history.

35%

Key comments included:

‘Culloden is one of the main tourist attractions
in the whole of Scotland. It is a world-renowned
site, financially benefitting lnvevness and the
survounding aveas.’

‘Surely ehis place which means so much in the history
of Scotland should be kept as much as possible as ie
was when the battle took place. Probably the nmose
moving place thatl hiave everbeen to and muse be
preserved.’

‘e is a very important parve of Scotland's history and
is a vesting place for the men who fought forthieir
country and heritage.’

‘le is fone of thie) mose hilsoric sites in Scottish history
and no building should be allowed that desecvates
the memory of the Jacobite stvuggle.

‘As a Highlander, [ think it is an important pare
of ourlocal and national history, which should be
preserved.

‘I's one of the most important historical sites in
Scotland.’



(mportance of showing respect

()
2 1 /q of comments
mentionecd the need to show
respect forthe site and the
people who died there.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:

INVERNESS-SHIRE 16%
REST OF SCOTLAND 22%
REST OF UK 21%
OUTSIDE OF UK 23%

Again, there was significant anxiety around

development and a tension between concerns around
commercialisation of the site and the need to respect the
people who died there.

Key comments included:

‘It’s a war grave. Those who lie beneath thre ground
should be respectecl.’

‘le muse vemain as it s, out of respect for the fallen, so

that genervations that come afterus, will be able to pay

theirrvespects.

‘Culloclen shrould be as respected as the beaches of

Normandy; the enormity of the events that happened

heve should not be plowed over for commevreial gain.'

‘The preservation respects that real people lost their
lives and have been buvied eherve.’

“This is the final resting place of some of ny
ancestors and anything otherthan leaving it as it is (s
abhiorvent and disvespectful.’

Peacefulness of the place

o,
16 @ of comments
mentioned the peacefulness
ehat could be found out on
ehe baettlefield.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:
INVERNESS-SHIRE

REST OF SCOTLAND
REST OF UK
OUTSIDE OF UK

22%

This theme is closely linked to Open and empty,
Atmospheric and Unchanged, which together featured
in 49% of the comments. The concept of sense of

place and the importance of preserving that is a strong
thread throughout the survey. Additionally, it's the
wider landscape (not in the care of the National Trust
for Scotland) that contributes to the peacefulness. If
there were significant changes in the way the landscape
was used, it could impact on the sense of place. This is
particularly significant when thinking about development
in this context.

Key comments included:

The solitude and sitence ... | don’t evervemermber
heaving a sound when | have visited Culloden.’

‘The feeling of stepping back into history and having
the peace and quiet to imagine what took place
there.’

“The haunting peacefulness of the landscape —
quiet. The quiet of such a tragie place should not be
diseurbed.’

‘leis a final resting place forour fallen ancestors; (&
should not be desecrated and those of us who go to
pay ourvespects would likce €o clo so in the peaceful,
desolate landscape that reminds us of their true
sacvifices.’

‘The calim and quiet out on the battlefield allows
you o veally thiink and veflect on the history of the
location.’

‘Sense of quiet and (solation.’



Open and empty

()
13 %6 of comments
mentioned a feeling of
openness on Ehre battlefield;
as mentioned above, this is
closely linked to the themes of
peacefulness and sense of place.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:

INVERNESS-SHIRE 19%
REST OF SCOTLAND 13%
REST OF UK 16%
OUTSIDE OF UK 8%

It's the wider landscape that influences the atmosphere
on the moor; while communities appreciate the space
that's protected by the National Trust for Scotland, the
surrounding landscape also influences the experience.

Key comments included:

“The wide open spaces in and around the battlefield
made it feel likke we hiad taken a step back in time. We
could almose picture what (& muse have been like for
the people gathered to fighe...'

‘A wild, desolate, lonely place. A graveyarvd formany
brave men.’

‘The open lancds and waving grasses of Culloden serve
as a gateway View to Scotland’s histovicpase.

‘Wide open space, looking as close as possible to how
it would've looked in 1746, where you can hear
bivdsong, reflect and find peace.’

‘The feeling of remoteness when on site.’

“The impressive, untouched, thought-provoling,
empey landscape wheve once a nation fought for
theirrvight of self-gevernance.’

Atmosphere

()
12 /q of comments
mentioned the impovéance
of atmosphiere, closely linked
to the earlier tremes of
peacefulness ancd sense of place.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:

INVERNESS-SHIRE 12%
REST OF SCOTLAND 13%
REST OF UK 15%
OUTSIDE OF UK 6%

These comments underline the connection between the
landscape and the events that took place on the moor; it
is in the space in-between that communities are making
their meaning. Participants linked the historic events, their
own emotions and the landscape to create something
that's larger than the sum of its parts. This sense of

place, spiritual connection or resonance creates a special
atmosphere that is difficult to describe but easy to destroy.

Key comments included:

‘The atmosphere — it has a sense of the pase, hre
windswepet moorland. It was a battlefield and is a
mass graveyavd that should be afforded respece.
Development would detract from ehat.’

‘The silene, dignified atmosphiere honouving the
dead which even mmy dog picked up. To interfeve with
ehis with fureherdevelopment would be nothing
short of undignified and disgraceful. There is no
Justification forit and if NTS do not stand against ie
we will vesign our membership.’

‘The atmosptiere of the place was amazing — made
the haivon the back of my neck stand up. Thae muse
be maintained somehow ...

‘The Visitor Cenetre is really good, but the atmosphere
when you wallk around the battlefield, and see the
stones (s something else. & gave ne goose bups just
to imagine what happened that day. 16 would be a
crime o lose such a beautiful landmark.’

‘Culloclen is a very atmosphieric place. On the
brightese, warmese days theve is a deep, brooding

(t cannot describe it any other wayl, melancholy,
sorvowful feel on the place. Sends stuvers down your
spine, a tvaly amazing place.’



Unchanged

()
8 %% of comments mentioned
the site feeling unchanged.
This concept is closely linked
to the earlierconcepts of
peacefulness anc sense of place.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:
INVERNESS-SHIRE 5%

REST OF SCOTLAND 9%
REST OF UK 10%
OUTSIDE OF UK 7%

There's a false perception that the land has remained
unchanged since the battle — on the contrary, it's a
constantly changing landscape that (at least in reference
to the land protected by the National Trust for Scotland)
is carefully managed. Indeed the Conservation Area zone
has been instigated in part to manage change in the
landscape, and there's work to be done with community
members to help them understand how managed
change affects the wider Culloden area. The sense of
place associated with the landscape needs to be carefully
managed to ensure that key elements are not lost due to
piecemeal decision-making.

Key comments included:

‘The lack of buildings. With your back to the visitor
centre you can actually blank out modern lite, and
envision Lt as it was. (€ would desevoy the atmosphere
of the place o build anywhere nearths.’

‘The natuval surroundings should vemain
untouched to allow the presevvation of the avea.'

‘Untouchied by modevn wovld.

‘Maintaining the landscape as it was ae the time of
the bacttle.

‘Thae this place be fovever— forever— kept empty and
untouchied. (L (s the most impoveant historvical place
in Scotland, both a memovial and a war grave wheve
we look to the pase and weep, and an inspivation for
he Fueture of his beautitul land, wheve we sévive o
ensure that mass slaughter neverhappens again. We
should presevve and treasure (€ forall time.’

‘Culloden s a wargrave & should be left untouched in
memory of the soldiers that died there.

Ancestry

[~ P
? % of comments mentioned
anceséry.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:

INVERNESS-SHIRE 6%
REST OF SCOTLAND 6%
REST OF UK 3%
OUTSIDE OF UK 1%

These responses were predominantly from outwith

the UK, and there were strong links with the themes

of war graves and remembrance (mentioned in 6% of
comments, as outlined below). It's clear that the site is
emotionally charged. Again, there's the sense that the site
itself should be preserved and the setting is important.

Key comments included:

{ haven't been to Scotland but my ancestors arve from
there. [ wane o be able to Visit and pay my respects.
This is a huge hiistorical site of wheve my DN came
from.’

‘No soulless and chavacterless housing developments
buile where curancestors weve genocidally
butchered.

‘le would be a disgrace o have ANYTHING built on
sacved land of ourvancestors — END OF,

‘e is unthinkable to bauild on top of wargraves.
Touvises come from all overthe wovild to see wherve
thetranceseors diecd for Scotland’s freedom.’

‘There are still family members of ancestors who
sacvificed thelrblood, the ultimate sacrifice of lite,
who Visit the battlefield, like a cermetery. Don't take
thae from them.’

‘Resting place formy ancestors.’



Remembering the fallen

a &
6 % of comments mentioned
the need to remember he
Fallen.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:

INVERNESS-SHIRE 6%
REST OF SCOTLAND 6%

REST OF UK 7%

OUTSIDE OF UK 8%

This theme is closely linked to comments about the war
grave (7%), memorial (6%) and sense of place, offering

further evidence that the site is emotionally charged for
the communities of interest.

Key comments included:

The most imporeant (s that (€ stays the way it

is out of respect for the lives lost and the history
that occurved there. This needs to be preserved for
genevations to come.’

‘Wallding around the moorstirs up lots of emotions;
it has a very haunting natural beauty and should be
left as it is. [ Feel very privileged to be able to visit any
time ancd love just walking around the place quietly
remembeving the fallen.’

‘The meve fact that thousands of Scots lose thetr lives
there should be enough €o preserve it. Give throse who
died fighting thely ionourand theirdignity.’

‘It’s move than a graveyavd; remembrance and
respect forourfincestors.’

‘A haven of pecce and rememtbrance. A reminderof
the saclness of wav.’

‘Remembering and honouring the souls whose lives
weve lost — this (s a reverved burial site.’

Memorvial

Move imporeant o people outside of thre
(nverness arvea, the memovial Ehreme was
mentioned in 6% of commenes. This is
cosely linkecl to ancestry, war graves ancl

rvemembering the fallen.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:
INVERNESS-SHIRE 4%

REST OF SCOTLAND 6%
REST OF UK 7%
OUTSIDE OF UK 7%

Key comments included:

‘le will be thieve as a memory to our fovefathers and a
memovial where our childrven'’s children may visie.'

“The Scottish people have lost 56 much in terms of
thelr culture, language and hevieage; it would be
devastating to lose a memorial to those who lost thelr
lives fighting for Scotland (vegardless of personal
optnions about the battle itself).’

‘It's a beantiful memorial to all of ehe fallen from ehe
Baettle of 1746."

‘“The memovial at Culloden is EVERY BIT as
importanet as the WarMemovial in London ... | kitow
who lies under Culloden — my SxGreae Grandfather!
Butldon't know wheve. But he (S there! And o
disregard his resting place is to him & his comvades a
deep dishonour!’

‘l tove ehre memovial clan stones, and many had
Fflowers on them. € seill means a lo€ to ournation.’

‘Culloden is a memorial to the fallen who fought
against insurmounctable odds forthe freedom of our
nation agalnse tyranny.’
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Touvisen

o
6 7 af overall comments
mentioned the importance of
Eouvismm for hre site.

% MENTIONED WITHIN:
INVERNESS-SHIRE 7%

REST OF SCOTLAND 7%
REST OF UK 3%
OUTSIDE OF UK 5%

This theme highlights the importance of the site's
atmosphere as part of the tourist experience.

Key comments included:

‘Apave from all this, its parve of Scotland's Heritage
and a great tourist attvaction bringing in much-
needed funds to the National Truse forScotland.’

‘By veducing the atmosphere, desecrating the view
and the encroachment of modevn life will be highly
detvimenetal for touvism, vespect forouvealtuve and
respect for the military who still fight ourbatties
forus.

‘le attracts tourises all yeavvound who spend money
towaveds the upkeep of the site and learn about the
history of the battle not to see a housing eseate.’

‘tlmporeane — the National Truse for Scotland has
done a greatjob in keeping the field at Culloden
looking as close as possible to how it did then. l€
would be a shiame to see it go down a more tourist-
centred route with advertising and billboaves
throughoue the centvefmooras is the case with so
many othertouriset sites.’

‘1€ is a world touvise destination. You cannot leavn
about a culture without understanding its pase.
Reduced touvismm would vesult.
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Following on from the online survey, the project
delivered town and community hall events across
the local area, including Croy, Balloch, Culloden and

Smithton. Over 150 people participated across the four
events. The majority of these were local people, but
there was strong participation from visitors to Culloden
Battlefield when the sessions were held at Culloden.

A Zone of Theoretical Visibility from the battlefield was
commissioned, to see which parts of the surrounding

“ landscape were the most sensitive to developments

% MENTIONED:

FOR DEVELOPMENT
PRESERVATION

IMPACT ON ENVIRONMENT
MITIGATION & PLANNING
LIMITED DEVELOPMENT
NO DEVELOPMENT

SENSE OF PLACE

Town and Community hall events

which could affect the battlefield experience. We then
commissioned wire-frame illustrations of potential
developments, looking in similar directions from five key
viewpoints from the NTS-owned area of the battlefield.
Participants were invited to see the visibility zones and
the wireframe drawings of the impact that development
would have on the landscape and feedback their
impressions. There were 24 hours of engagement, which
resulted in 71 comments that were then grouped under
the following 7 themes:

Sense of place

This was the concern that was raised most frequently, with
participants articulating anxiety that the site would be
impacted by visible development. There were comments
that discussed the uniqueness of the place; the emotional
connection with the landscape experienced by the people
who lived, worked and visited the area; and the impact the
battle had on the region.

Key comments included:

‘The housing will ruin this most imporeant historvical
landscape, ehe landscape would be consideved as
paveof the hevitage site oo,

‘It’s such an emotive and wild place in tevms of the
landscape buet also peaceful and natuval, you can
lose yourself as you wanderand often with the righe
conditions it can be highly charged with emotion.
Precious and imporeane.

‘As a specialise battlefield quide [ see much of the
deseruction of valuable, irveplaceable hieritage sites
which muse be presevved for future generations.
Government muse be lobbied o introduce
legislation to protect such sites for study and
research in coming decacles.’

i
1
H




No development

This specific viewpoint has received a significant amount
of press coverage, and there was a concern that this
would not be replicated on the ground in communities
that are feeling the impact of development pressures.
22% of respondents said that they would not want to see
development in the landscape around the battlefield.

Key comments included:

‘The throught of wallting into an extremely
importane histovical site with the hovrendous view
of a housing estate survounding it makes me mac!
Move thought and respece shiould be given €o those
who foughe here and the history survounding the
mooviand.

‘t dlo not consider it appropriate to build a new
development close to the battlefield site. Calloden
is extremely evocative and this contributes o tts
significance.’

‘Culloden sthould be protected as having historical
and culturval significance, absolutely no commercial
ordomestic developmene.’

Suppovt for limited
developmenét

15% of comments were satisfied with limited
development, although there were concerns around
visibility and ensuring that any development was
approved with sympathetic — ie buildings made from
traditional materials and style as well as low density. There
was also an acknowledgement that there were issues
within the current planning system and that compromise
would be necessary.

Key comments included:

‘l don't mind development as long as i€ doesn’t
completely take over the battlefield. Also, [ would say
keep the bulldings traditional to the time peviod of
the battle.

‘tle would be a shame (f over-development was €o
happen but if some development happens i€ needs

o be done without spoiling what has existed for
hundreds of years. &s with most things a compromise
may be needed in the end.’

26 . Living with the Battlefield

Mitigation and planning

9% of comments encouraged creative thinking and
partnership work to find solutions to development
pressures. This included more communication between
planning authorities, Historic Environment Scotland
and the National Trust for Scotland; stronger restrictions
within the conservation zone; and screening of
developments.

Key comments included:

‘Move partnerships needed with private land
owners and ehe Trase to have move access to possible
historical areas. Therefore the Truse can then bring
hese stovies forwavd.’

‘1e (s very tmportant that both local conncil and
national government boclies continuously meet with
(etre) Truse on thie futurve needs of Culloden and cther
imporeane sites as well.’

‘We need to identify key aveas to be vetained which
cannct be built on (hey shall not pass). However,
there could be areas wheve we would allow consent
to build wheve it does not destroy the skyline and is
shielded from the battlefield. We may have to give a
little to gain a lot (n vetention of otherkey areas.’

(mpact on the envivonment

9% of comments focused on the impact of
development on the environment, with increased
light pollution being a serious concern as well as
loss of habitat and green spaces. The site is well
used by visitors and locals alike, with members of
the public using the space as part of the larger
Culloden path network as well as to engage

with the history of the site. It is estimated that in
the past year over 300,000 people have visited

the battlefield. In addition, the portion of the
battlefield owned by the National Trust for Scotland
is isolated as a habitat due to development, but
there are some valuable habitats for wildlife

and plants. The site has been managed as a low
intensity farming system for many years and so the
grassland is relatively species rich and supports
nesting skylark. The heather moorland and scrub
mosaic also provide habitat for a number of
nesting birds and invertebrates.

Key comments included:

‘There are rvave species on the battlefield and
if there is development allowed closer this may
interfere with the habitats.

‘Move ousing (buildings would incvease light
pollution.’

Pvesevvation

7% of comments focused on the need to preserve the site for
the future and to ensure the impact is as strong then as it is now.

Key comments included:

‘The possibility of achieving the status of Unesco World
Hevitage Site needs to be pursued to a satisfactory
conclusion.’

‘If thre Truse does not do theirbese o preservve its boundaries
now it will not be hieve for the nexé generation.'

‘Culloclen must be considered a majorv conservation area
and the defined area muse be maintained.’

Prvo-development

7% of respondents felt that development in the area

was necessary, and to hold that back would be unfair on
landowners in the area. Additionally, some respondents felt
that the battlefield was not negatively affected by additional
developments. Within these comments there was recognition of
the development pressures that exist in the Inverness area.

Key comments included:

‘Why should the landowners lose if the developer offers éo
buy the land? Can theve be a top-up?’

‘Whae is there (NTS property) is big enough to do the job
(ie eell ehe story).’

‘Eventually development will happen.’



(n addition to the town and community
hall evenes and online survey, key
stakeholders were invited to one-to-

one conversations to gain a better
understanding of not only the logistics of
the widerconservation area but also how
Culloclen and its landscape impacted on
their wovike. These stakehiolders included
hiseorvians, prvactitioners and politicians.

The conversations centred on the sense of place
associated with the battlefield and development in
the area. It was clear that stakeholders felt there was
an obligation to protect the landscape around the
battlefield while still providing opportunities for the
area to economically thrive. Specifically, ‘Local people
need to be given fair opportunities to live and work
around the battlefield.” Additionally, 'The Highland
Council Conservation Area designation is not a tool to
stop development. It is a tool to enable the right kind of
development which will not harm the character of the
area’.
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(n-depth one-to-one conversations

There was also recognition that the National Trust for
Scotland site is a major tourist attraction and that it is
important not to compromise the visitor experience.

This is linked to the sense of place associated with the
Culloden Battlefield cultural landscape, a unique resource
- 'We still have the opportunity to protect one of the
world's most special and intact historic battle sites. There
are precious few sites like Culloden left, where the site
itself and the views around it are relatively unchanged
from the time of the battle’. Additionally, there was a
recognition that the landscape associated with the battle
was larger than that cared for by the National Trust for
Scotland: ¢ s not necessarily about protecting
Juse the land which soldiers fought upon, it is also
the big views arouncd the site which matterjuse as
much.’

For our stakeholders there's a balance to be made -
creating opportunities for the economy to thrive and
developing opportunities in the area, but also protecting
the resource of the cultural landscape associated with the
battle. This is not mutually exclusive. The site is culturally
significant to Scotland and indeed the wider world, and it
is by creatively harnessing that power that we can manage
the whole of the cultural landscape.

Crown copyright. The Highland Council 2015 100023369.

Summary of findings

Significance of Culloden

Culloden Battlefield, in the care of the National Trust
for Scotland (NTS), sits within a cultural landscape.
The site owned by the NTS covers only a third of the
actual battleground, while the wider area is for the
most part under private ownership. It is the field

of battle itself and the views that surround the site
that give it a sense of place. In the words of one
participant, ‘It must be BY FAR the most emotionally

L significant place anywhere in Scotland'. It is clear from

the data gathered over the past six months that there
is both anxiety and ambition for the future of the NTS
site and the land that lies around it.

Mewmoviallsation and
rvemembvance

This theme was a strong thread throughout the online
survey, the town hall events and the one-to-one
conversations. The site is closely linked with issues
around cultural identity and loss. The historical event,
the landscape itself and the impact of the military
occupation of the Highlands together transcend the
sum of their parts. Participants commented:

'The Scottish people have lost so much in terms of
their culture, language and heritage; it would be
devastating to lose a memorial to those who lost their
lives fighting for Scotland (regardless of personal
opinions about the battle itself).

'Walking around the moor stirs up lots of emotions;
it has a very haunting natural beauty and should be

The NTS property cannot be separated from the
wider landscape: the fields and farms that surround
the property inform understanding of the site, and
through the vistas and views visitors to the site can
gain a greater understanding of the scale of this
battle. It is the context of the site that makes the
experience, the openness of the landscape that gives
it the sense of place. It is the relationship between the
story, the open vistas and people that make Culloden
of significance. This is exemplified through the data
that has been analysed in detail in the preceding
pages, which can be broadly thought of under the
following themes:

left as it is. | feel very privileged to be able to visit any
time and love just walking around the place quietly
remembering the fallen.

The imporeance of the battle (n
local and world history

Closely linked to the theme on memorialisation and
remembrance, this theme focuses on the events that took
place over the course of the battle and its aftermath. While
some comments reflected an event-based approach such
as: 'ltis the site of a major battle and is an intrinsic part

of Scottish history’, others looked to the broader context:
'Teaching history is more engaging when it's real, not just
in a textbook. Having access to sites like Culloden allow us
to inspire more people, young and old, to take an interest
in our history.’



Sense of place associated with
the site

This was the strongest theme that ran across the
feedback. Concepts of openness, atmosphere and
connectedness with the site contributed to 49 % of the
feedback from the online survey.

This was echoed in the town hall conversations with
comments such as: ‘It's such an emotive and wild place
in terms of the landscape but also peaceful and natural;
you can lose yourself as you wander and often with the
right conditions it can be highly charged with emotion.’ It
was also raised in the one-to-one conversations: ‘It is not
necessarily about protecting just the land which soldiers
fought upon, it is also the big views around the site which
matter just as much.

Need to protect the landscape/
resouvce

Closely linked to the three themes above was a clear call
from our participants across the feedback mechanisms
to protect the wider landscape. This is exemplified in

comments such as ‘It is a memorial site of something
historical, terribly important to the Scottish culture

and Scottish people’, 'l wouldn't want to lose a part of
Scottish history, once it's gone it won't come back. Why
would anyone consent to letting anyone take away such
a significant part of Scottish history?’ as well as 'l am
concerned that by allowing development the battlefield
and surrounding area will be changed forever.

There was anxiety around development in the area, with
high responses across the whole of the demographic. The
opinions were negative overall, with concerns centring
on the loss of a significant site and others questioning
the ethics around development in the area. While it was
acknowledged that there is pressure to build in and
around the battlefield, participants felt that ‘Surely this
place which means so much in the history of Scotland
should be kept as much as possible as it was when the
battle took place. Probably the most moving place that |
have ever been to and must be preserved.’

The feedback indicates that there is a strong call to
protect the battlefield, coming from people who live in
the adjacent communities as well as in other Scottish
regions, the United Kingdom and overseas.

Itis the intersection between the story of the site, the
landscape itself and how this is tied up with issues of
cultural identity that give the site its sense of place.
Whilst these things are intangible, the feelings that they
engender are legitimate and valid. The sense of place
that is created by these elements working in harmony

is difficult to measure, but unless carefully managed it
can easily be lost. Fowler refers to spaces like Culloden
as a 'landscape of ideas' , where even though tangible
evidence of human activity on the landscape is not
obvious, the cultural impact of the events that took place
in the space is significant. For Culloden it is the actions
that took place on the battlefield and the impact of
these actions over time that give the place its cultural
significance. It is reasonable to say that those actions
affected not only the local populations but resonated
throughout Scottish and UK culture, and ultimately
resonated around the world in the aftermath of the
battle. The landscape, cultural memory, and, to some,

spiritual significance of the events on the field contribute
to a powerful sense of place that stretches beyond the
boundaries of the National Trust for Scotland’s property.

Inverness is a community under pressure — by 2021 the
population of the Inverness area is estimated at 83,302,
and there are strategic infrastructure improvements
planned in the Culloden/Smithton area as well as land
allocated to over 4,000 homes in the Inverness East
area. Currently the Highland Council is undergoing a
call for sites as part of a review and update of the Inner
Moray Firth Local Development Plan . It is vital that issues
surrounding development in the cultural landscape
associated with Culloden are reflected in any regional
planning.

The significance of the sense of place has been
recognised by Highland Council (through the Culloden
conservation area) and Historic Environment Scotland



(through the Battlefield Inventory), but we need to take
our conservation efforts further. Allowing the Viewhill
development to go ahead, with such a significant
negative impact on Culloden Battlefield makes that clear.
This can only be achieved through partnerships between
community, private landowners, government agencies
and charities. This would require a flexible approach
that puts the sense of place and community first,
engaging local communities in landscape stewardship.
Management must be inclusive and transparent, and
integrate with the larger planning process for the
Inverness East and Croy area. Questions need to be
asked when considering the evolving landscape: who
are the decisions being made for? How is their voice
represented? Is it enough?

Management of the landscape must be both a creative
and collaborative venture, and one that all parties support
and buy into. It is an ongoing task without a clearly
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defined end. While there is a management plan that was
putin place in 2014, as well as a visual assessment done in
2015, management of the landscape needs to be revisited
and become a more active and collaborative process.

It must be community-centred and be able to manage
change and protect the sense of place. The cultural
significance of Culloden crosses borders and communities
as do the responsibilities to the landscape and its sense of
place.

The cultural landscape that surrounds the battlefield is

a space in which both visitors and local people are able
to engage with the cultural impact of the battle in a
relatively intact landscape. Currently the integrity of the
site is under threat from piecemeal decision-making,
unclear guidance and a lack of focused resource. Without
integrated planning, community support and a holistic
response to the resource, it is likely that the cultural
landscape will be lost. This will happen not because

agencies, communities and government do not value
the site, but because we were not proactive enough.
Active, collaborative and future-focused management
is vital to conserve the cultural landscape of Culloden
Battlefield.

This stage of the Culloden 300 project was about
understanding what our communities wanted

from the wider landscape and took the long view.
Our responsibility is now to create a coherent and
collaborative approach to the cultural landscape. We
must ensure the sense of place will be protected and
respected for the next 300 years. The stakes are high
and action is needed now.
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Wori together better - our call to action

We need to:

Cullocdlen 300 next steps

# Publication of Culloden 300 report

#* Vision established for cultural landscape
# Measurement tool created for ‘sense of place’

# Explore land acquisition and establish long-term
conservation agreements

#* Better practical guidelines for planning created

# No new development that adversely impacts on the
sense of place

#* Collaborative group established to advise on the
cultural landscape and review planning applications

# Consider options for increased protection including
World Heritage Site status

#* No new development that adversely impacts on the
sense of place

# Measurement tool peer-reviewed and methodology
improved for ‘sense of place’ evaluation

#* Revision of planning guidelines

# No new development that adversely impacts on
the sense of place

#* Revision of planning guidelines

# No new development that adversely impacts on
the sense of place

#* Revision of planning guidelines

300
Years aftevéhn
battle

# No new development that adversely impacts on
the sense of place

# Revision of planning guidelines
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future generations will never understand ovforgive us’
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