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RARE AND SECRETIVE ICE AGE FISH CONTINUES TO THRIVE IN THE DEPTHS OF
SCOTTISH LOCH

e Asurvey at the National Trust for Scotland’s Grey Mare’s Tail Nature
Reserve confirms the rare vendace population at Loch Skeen continues to
flourish.

¢ Vendace were introduced to the loch in Dumfries & Galloway in the late
1990s to establish a thriving population, which has been successful.

¢ Vendace is the UK's rarest native freshwater fish and is a priority species in
the Trust’'s Plan for Nature.

A survey conducted at the National Trust for Scotland’s Grey Mare's Tail Nature Reserve
in Dumfries & Galloway has confirmed that the UK's rarest freshwater fish continues to
thrive at Loch Skeen in the Moffat Hills.

Vendace is a northern fish species which dates back to the Ice Age and requires deep,
cold, and well-oxygenated lochs to survive, making Loch Skeen a suitable habitat. The
species became extinct in Scotland during the 20th century and has only been known to
exist at four sites across the UK: Bassenthwaite Lake and Derwent Water in the Lake
District, and the Castle and Mill Lochs in Lochmaben, Dumfriesshire.

Vendace were successfully reintroduced to Loch Skeen at the Trust's Grey Mare's Tail
Nature Reserve from Lake Bassenthwaite and Derwentwater in the late 1990s by
Scottish Natural Heritage (now NatureScot) with the ambition to establish a thriving
population. Loch Skeen was one of 108 lochs assessed for habitat suitability, and it is
now home to a healthy population of vendace, with only one natural population
currently remaining in Derwentwater.

The survey involved Trust staff, consultant Alex Lyle and experts from the University of
Glasgow using a small boat to set nets on Loch Skeen, and the results determined that
the current population is “highly abundant”. Due to the specific cold water temperatures
required for the species to survive, vendace are particularly vulnerable to climate
change and are one of the Trust's priority species in its Plan for Nature.

Ciaran Hatsell, Head Ranger at the National Trust for Scotland’s Grey Mare’s Tail Nature
Reserve, said: “The vendace is an incredibly rare and iconic species, and we are very
fortunate to have them present here in the depths of Loch Skeen at Grey Mare's Tail.
The species faces many threats, from invasive species to water pollution, but climate
change is one of its biggest challenges. Loch Skeen is currently the perfect environment
for them, but warming temperatures could change this for the species in the future. We
are therefore delighted to confirm that the population is in good health. It is a huge
collaborative effort to continue protecting and conserving our places and species, and it
is an honour to champion the vendace in Scotland.”


https://www.nts.org.uk/what-we-do/wildlife/plan-for-nature

Dan Watson, Senior Nature Conservation Officer at the National Trust for Scotland, said:
“The success of the vendace population at Loch Skeen is a testament to the hard work
and skill of dedicated staff, volunteers and specialist contractors and highlights the
Trust's role in protecting and conserving wildlife in Scotland’s changing natural
environment through targeted conservation efforts, including habitat restoration and
monitoring programmes.

“Every species we protect is a step towards safeguarding Scotland's nature, beauty and
heritage for everyone. We are very grateful to our supporters and members for
enabling us to continue to understand, care for, and protect our natural heritage.”

Launched in 2024, the Trust's Plan for Nature outlines its ambitions for conserving the
nature in its care and will play an important part in delivering government
commitments for nature, including the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy, and tackling the
nature and climate crises.

The Plan for Nature supports the National Trust for Scotland’s vision to provide access
and enjoyment of Scotland'’s nature, beauty and heritage for everyone, as outlined in its
10-year strategy, launched in 2022. For more information about Grey Mare's Tail Nature
Reserve, visit the National Trust for Scotland website.
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About the National Trust for Scotland

Established in 1931, the National Trust for Scotland is Scotland’s largest conservation
charity and cares for, shares and speaks up for Scotland’s magnificent heritage.

Over the last 90 years the Trust has pioneered public access to and shared ownership of
some of the most magnificent buildings, collections and landscapes in Scotland. It cares
for more than 100 sites, from ancient houses to battlefields, castles, mills, gardens,
coastlines, islands, mountain ranges and the plants and animals which depend upon
them.

In March 2022 the National Trust for Scotland launched Nature, Beauty & Heritage for
Everyone, its ten-year strategy which sets out the ambitions of the charity over the
coming decade. From speaking up for Scotland’s heritage which doesn’'t have a voice, to
improving the lives and wellbeing of people across the country, and responding to the
climate and biodiversity crisis, the Trust will build on its work in recent years to grow its
impact and conserve and restore more of Scotland’s heritage, as it moves towards its
centenary in 2031.

Scotland’s largest membership organisation, the National Trust for Scotland relies on
the support of its members and donors to carry out its important work.


https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/grey-mares-tail
https://www.flickr.com/gp/133918740@N04/5L900hn16t

For more information on the National Trust for Scotland visit www.nts.org.uk.

The National Trust for Scotland is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC
007410.
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